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FROM THE KEYBOARD OF THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huh, enough is enough! We have had our share 

of snow, slush and wind, and the potholes. Now 

is the time to look forward to the spring. The 

days are already getting longer and in less than 

three weeks we’ll welcome the spring equinox, 

on 20 March at 10.45pm to be precise. During 

the spring and summer members of the New 

Section of the IEEE will have plenty of activities 

to participate in. If you like to see more of them 

and have ideas for organizing a meeting or a 

seminar, formal or informal please get in touch 

with the chair of the specific chapter you belong 

to or send a short note to the editor of the 

Monitor. 

As this edition of the Monitor goes online you 

must be anxiously awaiting to meet your 

colleagues, friends and peers at the Annual 

Award Dinner Dance ceremony of the Section. 

This is an event where we relax, have a drink and 

honor the newly elevated Fellows of the IEEE 

and other awardees who have contributed so 

much to our profession in advancing technology 

for humanity. And don’t forget the volunteers 

who have given their own time to keep the 
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wheels of the IEEE running. They deserve our 

sincerest thanks.  

In this issue I have also written about the 
celebration of Engineers Week. The idea of 
initiating such a week to honor the engineers 
and to thank them for their dedication was 
proposed first by the National Society of 
Professional Engineers in 1951 and since 
then it has been celebrated every year.  

Today, the EWeek is celebrated by a 
formal coalition of more than 70 
engineering, education, and cultural 
societies, and more than 50 corporations and 
government agencies. Dedicated to raising 
public awareness of engineers' positive 
contributions to quality of life, the EWeek 
promotes recognition among parents, teachers, 
and students of the importance of a technical 
education and a high level of math, science, and 
technology literacy, and motivates youth, to 
pursue engineering careers in order to provide a 

diverse and vigorous engineering workforce. 
Each year, news about the EWeek reaches 
thousands of schools, businesses, and 
community groups across the U.S.  

There is also a report on the National Future 
City Competition at Washington, DC. It is a joy 

to see the faces of such youngsters engaged 
in engineering projects. We should do more 
to encourage and mentor the school and 
college kids to study science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). Our 
future lies in their hands. 

In this issue you will also find some information 
on “Dream it-Code-Win-it” competition project 
initiated by the not-for-profit MIT alumni 
association in NYC. Pass this information on to 
the smart kids you may know. Let our New Year 
resolution at the Annual Award Ceremony be to 
help the young minds to take up engineering and 
then continue in the profession!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE NEW YORK SECTION 

 

 
 
February of each year give us a wonderful 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
impressive contributions of our 
fellow engineers to our 
profession.  This year, at the New 
York Section Awards Dinner 
Dance, we will honor IEEE Fellows 
and Awardees for their innovative 
work in a number of areas 
including power engineering, 

communications, biomedical engineering, 
transportation, computers, electronics and 
commitment to the IEEE. 
 
I am always impressed at the breadth of the 
contributions of our members to so many 
areas of the society. The awardees make it 
plainly evident that engineering in general 
and electrical and electronic engineering in 
particular remains a critically integral part 
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of our lives and continues to shape the world in 
many ways that we may not even realize. 
 
I always look forward to meeting and speaking 
with the awards recipients each year. I am 
consistently inspired by their commitment and 
the ways in which they overcame obstacles in 
order to reach their goals. I would like to think 
that in each story there is something that any 

one of us can take away that would inspire us to 
do better, reach higher and become more. The 
awardees and their innovations have touched 
many lives and have to potential to touch many 
more in the future. Please join me in 
congratulating the recipients and I hope to see 
you at this year’s function. 
—Neil Weisenfeld 
 

 

THE NEW YORK SECTION ANNUAL AWARD DINNER AND DANCE, 2015 

 

This evening our Section members will gather for socializing and honoring our peers who either have 

been elevated to the Fellow grade of the IEEE or have received IEEE awards. It is a joyous evening for 

all of us. We are proud and happy to congratulate the following members. 

FELLOWS AND AWARDEES HONORED AT THE ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER DANCE 2015 

IEEE FELLOWS 

 

 Dr Francisco de Leon: For Contributions to Transformer Modeling for Electromagnetic 

Transient Studies  

 Dr Monisha Ghosh For contributions to cognitive radio and signal processing for 

communication systems 

 Dr Ernest Fellepa: For Contributions to Ultrasound Imaging Medical Applications 

 Dr Moti Yung: For Contributions to Cryptography  

 Dr Jianying Hu: For Contributions to Pattern Recognition in Business and Health Analytics, and 

Document Analysis  

 Dr Yuri Vlasov: For Contributions of Silicon-Integrated Nanophotonics  

 Dr Mahesh Viswanathan: For Contributions to Ubiquitous Access to Cloud Computing and to 

Vehicular Speech  

 Dr Murthy Devarakonda: For Contributions to Measurement-Based Analytics of Distributed 

Systems for Data Center  

 Dr Deepnarayan Gupta: For Contributions to Superconductor Digital Radio-Frequency 

Receivers 

AWARDEES 
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AWARDS FROM THE IEEE REGION 1  

 

MANAGERIAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

 Mr Mark Bienstock: For Outstanding Leadership in Engineering Management of the Design 

and Construction of the State of the Art Train Communication and Real Time Passenger 

Information Systems – August 2014 

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD:  

 Dr Jinjun Xiong: For Contributions to VLSI Circuits and Smart Energy Research – August 2014 

 

 

IEEE SOCIETY AWARDS 

 

IEEE SYSTEMS, MAN, AND CYBERNETICS SOCIETY (SMCS): OUTSTANDING 

CHAPTER 

 NY SMC Chapter: For the Best SMC Chapter that has Consistently Shown Outstanding 

Leadership and Service to its Members 

POWER & ENERGY SOCIETY (PES) 

 

 Mr Patrick Dilillo: For outstanding contributions to the Power and Energy Industry and the 
High-Voltage Switchgear Standards Committee 

 

NEW YORK SECTION AWARDS 

 

FRIEND OF THE IEEE AWARD 

 

 MTA New York City Transit: For exemplary support of the IEEE NY Section and its core 
mission to foster technological innovation and excellence for the benefit of humanity 

 

NEW YORK SECTION CHAPTER AWARDS  
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POWER & ENERGY SOCIETY/INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS SOCIETY: OUTSTANDING 

ENGINEER AWARD 

 
 Mr William Montgomery: In Recognition of his Leadership and Meritorious Contributions to 

the Chapter 

 

VEHICULAR TECHNOLOGY SOCIETY: ENGINEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 
 Mr David Follins: For his outstanding engineering and leadership contributions to New York 

City Transit’s R179 Rail Vehicle Program 

 

WOMEN IN ENGINEERING (WIE) AFFINITY GROUP AWARDS 

 Dr Joseph Soryal: In appreciation for Notable Services and Contributions Towards the 

Advancement of IEEE and the Engineering Profession 

*********************************************************************************************

ENGINEERS WEEK CELEBRATION 

This year the Engineers week was celebrated under the auspices of the Metropolitan Engineering 

Societies Council (MESC) at the NYU-Poly, Brooklyn. 

  

 
Certifying culinary engineering! 
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After dinner Mr Wasyl Kinach, PE, the chair of 

MESC in his opening speech gave a history of the 

engineering profession. It 

started beck when the 

engineers were the only 

people who had the 

knowledge of operating a 

steam engine. As the 

railways expanded and train 

travel became more popular 

another class of profession 

emerged: train operators. However, the term 

engineers stuck and even today first-class 

engineers do not get the same respect [and 

money] as the lawyers or doctors though the 

responsibilities shouldered by the engineers are 

humongous and often critical. It is now up to us 

to change the situation. However, it may not be 

so easy! 

Kinach read the Proclamation of the Mayor of 

New York City (please see the first page). It 

makes us happy that the 

mayor considers engineers 

as important citizens of his 

city.  

Dr Richard Thorsen, 

Departmental chair and 

Vice President Emeritus, 

Mechanical and Aerospace 

Engineering at Poly gave a 

warm welcome to the 

attendees on behalf of his 

institution. 

The keynote speech was offered by Prof Philip 

M. Tuts, PhD, Professor and chair of the 

Department of Physics at Columbia University. 

The title of his speech was: Engineering and 

operation of the Large Hadron Collider, 

the largest instrument in the world. 

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is situated at 

CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear 

Research, Geneva, 

Switzerland where 

recently Higgs Boson was 

finally discovered. Prof 

Tuts has been actively 

associated with the CERN 

for many years and divides 

his time between Geneva 

and New York City. He 

started his speech by saying that the success of 

the experiments at CERN depends on three 

groups: Physicists, Applied Physicists and 

Engineers. Then Tuts told us about the specific 

roles of engineers in the ATLAS experiment with 

which he is personally involved. He went on to 

narrate the manifestation of mass, force and 

field in our universe as it is known to the 

scientists today. The subject was heavy, no doubt 

but prof Tuts was patient in his speech so 

carefully addressed to non-physicists. We also 

had a long session of Q&A. 

Your Monitor editor asked 

him about he significance 

of Boson in Higg’s Boson. 

At that Tuts replied that 

the Boson referred to the 

Indian physicist S N Bose. 

The editor admitted that 

the reason for asking the 

question was simply 

because the editor himself 

was a student of that once-

famous S N Bose of the university of Calcutta 

whom a very few people remembered! 

[Editor’s note: We will try to transcribe Prof 

Tuts’ keynote speech and if we succeed we’ll 

present it in a future edition of the NY Monitor.] 
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Opening Slide of Prof P. M Tuts’ keynote 
speech 

Prof P M Tuts 

 

  
History of the Universe Prof Tuts and theMESC leaders 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Some members of the NY Section who attended the EWeek celebration 
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NATIONAL FUTURE CITY COMPETITION, WASHINGTON, DC (A REPORT) 

BACK TO BACK! 
MICHIGAN’S ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

WINS GRAND PRIZE AT 
2015 FUTURE CITY® COMPETITION FOR SECOND YEAR IN A ROW 

 
WASHINGTON DC, February 17 – A city of the 
future – Lekol-la-fre – engineered by students 
from St. John Lutheran School in Rochester, 
Michigan – has won the grand prize today at the 
2015 Future City® Competition. The students – 
Leah Schroeder, Emily Abramczyk and Abby 
Dayton – teamed up with their teacher, Jon 
Pfund, and volunteer mentor, Linda Gerhardt, 
Phd, Global Lead Paint Quality for General 
Motors in Warren, Michigan. The win is the 
second Future City Grand Prize in as many years 
for St. John Lutheran School. 
 
“The most memorable part of our Future City 
experience was how we bonded with each other,” 
said Abby Dayton, 13. “There were stressful days 
but we stayed bonded and held each other up.” 
 
Teammate Leah Schroeder, 13, added, “We 
learned that if you do what you do to the best of 
your ability, you’re a winner inside.” 
 
Since last fall, 40,000 middle school students 
from 1,350 schools have been engaged in the 
2014-15 Future City® Competition. This year’s 
challenge: Feeding Future Cities. 
 
Teams from 37 middle schools and 
organizations, each a winner of intense regional 
competitions held throughout January, 
participated in the Future City National Finals, 
which took place at the Capital Hilton in 
Washington, DC as part of Engineers Week, 
February 14-18, 2015. 
 
St. John Lutheran School takes home the grand 
prize of a trip to U.S. Space Camp and $7,500 for 
its school’s STEM program (provided by 
National Finals sponsor Bentley Systems). Their 
city’s solution is based on the model the team 
researched, developed and presented. 
 
Second place went to West Ridge Middle School 
from Austin, Texas for their Future City, which 

they titled Aquatopolis . The team is comprised 
of students Dillon Samra, Everest Maher and 
Mikaela Sherry, as well as teacher Carol Reese 
and mentor Nicholas Samra, Director of Design 
for TSMC in Austin. West Ridge Middle School 
receives a $5,000 scholarship for its STEM 
program, sponsored by the National Society of 
Professional Engineers (NSPE). 
 
Academy for Science and Foreign Language 
(ASFL) from Huntsville, Alabama took third 
place honors for its Future City Era Verde. The 
team is comprised of students Xavier Zyenge, 
Zaria Ben and Zach Jones, teacher Angela 
Traylor and mentor Ray Woodson, retired 
aeronautical engineer. ASFL receives a $2,000 
scholarship for its STEM program, sponsored by 
IEEE-USA. 
 
Honorable mentions went to Linda Fletcher’s 
HEART of Science Cooperative from Rockwall, 
Texas for their city Minato (fourth place) and 
Queen of Angels Regional Catholic School 
Aresvita in Philadelphia (Fifth Place). Each 
receives $750 for their organization’s STEM 
programs, sponsored by Ohio University and 
CH2M Hill. 
 
Sponsored by the nation’s professional 
engineering community, Future City, one of the 
nation’s largest engineering education programs 
and among the most popular, aims to stir 
interest in science, technology, engineering and 
math among young people. 
 
To participate, students must submit a research 
essay on the competition’s annual theme. While 
under the guidance of an educator and volunteer 
mentor, participating students incorporate their 
ideas to create a virtual Future City model using 
SimCity™ Deluxe Edition software. They are 
also required to build a physical model using 
recycled materials valued at no more than $100. 
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In addition to the winning teams, a number of 
Special Awards, sponsored by numerous 
engineering societies and organizations, were 
also presented. 
 
Future City has ongoing opportunities for 
engineering and technical professionals to 
volunteer in a number of different roles, 
including mentors and regional coordinators. 
For information about Future City or to 
volunteer, visit www.futurecity.org. 
 
Major funding for the National Finals comes 
from Shell Oil Company, Bechtel Corporation, 
and Bentley Systems. 
 

About DiscoverE 
 
DiscoverE is leading a growing volunteer 
movement that inspires and informs present and 
future generations to discover engineering. Our 
network of volunteers in the US and abroad is 
drawn from the DiscoverE coalition of more 
than 100 professional societies, major 
corporations and government agencies. Together 
we meet a vital need: introducing students, 
parents, and educators to engineering, engaging 
them in hands-on engineering experiences and 
making science and math relevant. For more 
information, visit www.discovere.org.

 
 
 
 

 

Winners of the 2015 Future City Competition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.futurecity.org/
http://www.discovere.org/
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2015  REGION 1 ANNUAL STUDENT /YOUNG PROFESSIONAL AND WOMEN IN ENGINEERING (WIE)  CONFERENCE 

UNIVERITY OF VERMONT, BURLINGTON, VT 
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DREAM IT CODE IT WIN IT COMPETITION 

 

Dream it Code it Win is a competition for students planned and organized by the nonprofit MIT 

Enterprises Forum of NYC and MIT Alumni Association of NYC jointly with Trading Screen.  

The objective of this competition is to “Unleash Opportunities with Technology” for young people The 

potential participants are High School and College Students. Computer Science has never been more 

exciting! You can enter this competition and then at the award ceremony hear a panel of visionaries 

discuss how computer science education can be used as tool to create many opportunities by solving 

problems or creating efficiencies across many industries. We were told that in 2014 50% of the 

participants were females. 

 

Dream it. Code it. Win it. Awards and Networking Reception: 
Cooper Union  

Great Hall 
7 East 7 th Street 

New York, NY 
30 April, 2015:6.00pm  

 
College Level Prizes 

• $10,000 - TradingScreen Technology Entrepreneurship Award Presented by Philippe Buhannic, 
Co-Founder and CEO of TradingScreen 
• $10,000 - Women’s Prize Presented by Georgia Garinois-Melenikiotou, EVP Corporate Marketing, 
Estée Lauder  
• $30,000 - A number of Innovation and Problem Solving Prizes. 
• All applicants will receive a "Qualified Participant Certificate". 

 
High School Prizes 

• All applicants will receive a "Qualified Participant Certificate". 
• Each winning team will receive one of a number of prizes: 
- Microsoft Surface Pros 
- Kaplan ACT/SAT Prep Courses 
- Federal Reserve Bank of New York – Tech Career Day  
- Others will be announced shortly 

 

For rules for entering the competition visit http://www.tradingscreen.com/index.php/careers/mit-stem-ny-

creative-code-competition or Facebook.com/dreamITcodeITwinIT 

 

 

Good luck if you decide to enter! 

 

 

 

http://www.tradingscreen.com/index.php/careers/mit-stem-ny-creative-code-competition
http://www.tradingscreen.com/index.php/careers/mit-stem-ny-creative-code-competition
http://facebook.com/dreamITcodeITwinIT
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Friday, 6 Mar, 2015 
6:00pm-8:00pm 
Romm 119 
Long Island University 
Brooklyn Campus 
Brooklyn, NY  
All are welcome 
 

Sponsor: IEEE Systems, Man and Cybernetics Society,  
NY Chapter 

 
 

The Big Data Challenge: 
From Machine Learning and Pattern Recognition Perspective 

 
  
Abstract  
In this talk we will first examine the basic characteristics of the problem 
induced by the big data scenario. A natural question is: are the existing 
machine learning and pattern recognition techniques capable of handling the 
big data problem? We will use the example of the large scale image retrieval 
problem to discuss possible solution to this problem and explore potential 
research issues related to the big data. 
 
Speaker: Daniel S. Yeung, PhD is a former president of the IEEE Systems, 
Man and Cybernetics (SMC) Society and a Fellow of the IEEE. He received his 
Ph.D. degree in applied mathematics from Case Western Reserve University. 
He is now a Visiting Professor, at the School of Computer Science and 
Engineering, South China University of Technology, China. Previously he 
worked at Rochester Institute of Technology, Case Western Reserve University, 
General Electric Research Center and TRW.  
************************************************************************* 

 
Monday, 23 March, 2015 
5:00pm-7:00pm Refreshment 
and program 
ConEd Building 
4 Irving Place, New York 
Nearest subwat Stn: 
Union Square 14th Street 
RSVP to: 

Sisenandi Tobias 
NY PES/IAS Senior Member 
at Large 
TobiasS@Coned.com or 
(212) 460-2523 
FOR REASONS OF SECURITY: 
NO WALK-INS, PLEASE! 
 
 
 

Sponsors: PES/IAS chapters and LMAG of the IEEE NY Section 
 

AC and DC Critical Power Supply Monitoring Systems 

 
Abstract: 
This talk will focus on applications and technology of power supply monitoring, 
with specific AC and DC examples. One case study will discuss AC power risk 
mitigation – using 7x24 continuous monitoring of potential switchgear arc 
flash hot spots, including under Low Load conditions (ExerTherm product 
family). Another case study will focus on DC batteries as a critical link in 
electronic applications. Topics will include an interactive discussion on higher 
risk applications within the environments of the attendees.  
 
Speaker: Edward D. Wirth, Jr., Ph.D. Dr Wirth has been an IEEE member 
since 1988, first with the Communications Society and, since 2002, with the 
Power Engineering Society. He is now a Life Member of IEEE. Ed is a former 
member of the Stationary Battery Committee and is also a former member of 
the IEEE Standards Association. 
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ADVERTISING IN THE NY MONITOR 

 

The IEEE NY Monitor is published online monthly excepting in July and August. The target readers 

are IEEE members (more than 4,000) who reside in New York City and vicinity. It is also downloaded 

by many of the 30,000+ members of the IEEE Region 1 that covers 22 Sections of the IEEE in the entire 

northeastern United States. 

Adverisement rates per insertion 

Quarter page $150 

Half page  $200 

Full page $250 

 

We can offer you discounted rates for insertions in the Monitor during three consecutive months. To 

insert your ad please submit camera-ready jpg images. For further information about advertisements 

in the NY Monitor please contact a.dutta-roy@ieee.org. Thank you! 

 

THIS IS THE END OF THIS MONTH’S NY MONITOR 

Thank you for reading! 

 

 

mailto:a.dutta-roy@ieee.org

