
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January 2016, Vol. 63, No. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

IEEE NEW YORK SECTION 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS FOR 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: NY Monitor 

Amitava Dutta-Roy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU WILL SEE IN THIS EDITION OF THE NY MONITOR 

 

From the keyboard of the editor p. 4 

Message from the chair, NY Section p. 6 

Proposed changes in the accreditation of engineering curriculum  P. 7 

IEEE member carries our message to his alma mater p. 8 

Call for paper p. 10 

Events of interest in New York City and its vicinity 

 Engineers’ Week: 21 – 27 February, 2016 (please read the editorial) 

 PES/IAS/LMAG event : 24 February, 2016  

 

p. 11 

 

p. 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

From the Keyboard of the Editor  

 

 

 

 

 

 2016 winter has suddenly begun as if 

with a vengeance after an unusually 

mild transition from the autumn. We 

understand that 2016 can now boast of having endured 

the second worst blizzard, almost 28 inches where I live, 

since the weather records have been kept. However, as 

far as we can perceive the coordination between the 

different public bodies was excellent for keeping the city 

safe. I can only hope that it will be the first and the last 

blizzard of this winter.  

Notwithstanding the weather this is a special leap year 

for the IEEE especially in the northeast. We have new 

officials at the helm of the IEEE in this part of the world. 

We have a new IEEE president, a new 

president of the IEEE-USA and a new director 

of the Region 1 besides our chair at the New 

York Section. There are many resolutions and 

we have much hope that our elected officials 

will steer the IEEE in the right direction.  

The 2016 IEEE president Dr Barry Shoop 

heads the “IEEE in 2030” initiative (you can 

read about it in Monitor of October, 2015). The general 

idea is to restructure the IEEE that will make it more 

nimble to recognize and respond to fast evolving 

technologies. The proposals are on the table for the 

consideration of the IEEE Board of Directors. If the BoD 

approves of them they will be implemented in operations 

of the IEEE. During his speech on IEEE TV on 25 

October, 2015, in reply to my question, Shoop assured 

the listeners that in the new structure the members will 

be given the top priority. From this I assume that the 

proposed structure will adequately address the members’ 

welfare, needs, preferences, opinions, new benefits, 

education, career development, peer networking, 

dissemination of information through publications (and 

conferences) that can be accessed quickly, and 

volunteering for noble causes (and also grievances) as 

top priorities. I would also add that we could reinforce 

our visibility in the communities surrounding us as to 

what we do and what benefit we bring to the world.  

Karen Bartleson is now the IEEE’s 2017 president-elect 

and this year she will work closely with Barry Shoop. 

Bartleson has been associated with the IEEE Standards 

Association for a long time. Hence, we may expect to 

hear more about IEEE-SA, make it more visible to the 

public. It is time too. For, the new technologies such as 

Internet of Things (IoT) are evolving at a 

galloping pace and we want to be in the 

forefront of standardization processes. That 

would give us the credit we deserve as well as 

some revenue. The old-timers amongst us may 

remember the IEEE’s apogee position for the 

802.xx series of standards that now drives 

communications in diverse media, from local 

area network, the Internet to WiFi and to 

communications over cellular telephones.  

Peter Eckstein is now the president of the IEEE-USA. He 

is flanked by the past president James A. Jeffries 

Eckstein and the 2017 president-elect Karen Pederson. 

We expect a lot from them, in airing our public views at 

the nation’s capital, to put more emphasis on renewable 

energy, nanotechnology and sustainable growth, for 

example. 

The 2016-2017 Director of Region 1 that encompasses 22 

Sections in the northeastern United States including 

The 
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ours is Ron Tabroff. Tabroff desires more cooperation 

among the Sections and among the 10 Regions. We’ll 

give him any supports he needs. The director-elect for 

the two years is Babak Beheshti who has been most 

active with students (he is a professor and associate dean 

at New York Institute of Technology. Thus, we may see 

more involvement with the student members in Region 

1.  

Our own New York Section has a new chair and he is 

Wilson Milian, an engineer with Metropolitan Transit 

Authority. No doubt, Wilson has many plans to bring 

new ideas to the Section (please read his message 

below). 

The New York Monitor wishes all of the newly enthroned 

officials the best of success. We pledge our ultimate 

support in their plans. 

Remember our participation in the Engineers’ Week in 

February, 2105? This year too we’re involved with the 

Engineers’ Week that will be celebrated throughout the 

United States during 21–27 February. Chris McManes, 

the public relations manager of the IEEE-USA writes in 

The Institute of 14 January, 2016: “thousands [engineers 

and their supporters] will gather around the United 

States to celebrate engineering and get more young 

people involved.” 

As in the past years there will be Future Cities 

Competition in which school children show their 

imagination and knowledge in creating an imaginary city 

that would have renewable energy sources and other 

amenities to make the lives of its denizens more 

palatable and sustainable.  

Thanks to the efforts of DiscoverE, for the first time ever, 

24 February, has been declared as the Global Day of the 

Engineer when engineers around the world who have 

been asked to pledge time to celebrate engineering 

engage students in technology or share a technical 

innovation. For http://goo.gl/brEZFp 

One of the highlights of the Engineers’ Week is a 

conference of Innovators, Engineers, and Entrepreneurs 

s to be held at the AT&T Executive Education and 

Conference Center, in Austin, Texas on 26 February 

next. Chris McManes adds: “The keynote speaker on the 

26th is the IEEE Fellow Robert Metcalfe, co-inventor of 

the Ethernet and founder of digital electronics 

manufacturer 3Com, which was acquired in 2010 by HP. 

The event is expected to draw a significant number of 

industry sponsors and exhibitors.” For more on 

DiscoverE and the Engineers’ Day please visit 

http://goo.gl/brEZFp. 

Please note that the Future Cities Competition for the 

New York City (and vicinity) schools was held on 

Saturday, 30 January at PS 126, 80 Catherine Street, 

New York. Our representative David Horn was one of the 

judges of the competition. We’ll publish the photos taken 

at the competition and the name of the winning school as 

soon as they are available to us. 

 The Engineers’ Council plans to hold its National 
Engineers Week Honors and Awards Banquets 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., on 19 February and 
in Universal City, Calif., on 27 February. 

 The University of Nebraska, in Lincoln, is 
sponsoring the Nebraska Robotics Expo at the 
Strategic Air & Space Museum, in Ashland, on 
20 February. 

 The DiscoverE EWeek San Diego Awards 
Banquet is scheduled for 26 February at the San 
Diego Air & Space Museum. 

 The Illinois Institute of Technology, in Chicago, 
is holding the 32nd annual Engineers Week 
Expo, on 27 February. Its theme is “Engineering 
New Horizons.” 

Let’s get involved further to generate more enthusiasm 

for engineering among the youngsters! They are our 

future and we can engage them more. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/global-day
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/global-day
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/global-day/landing
http://goo.gl/brEZFp
http://theinstitute.ieee.org/technology-focus/technology-history/ethernet-turns-40
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3Com
http://goo.gl/brEZFp
http://engineerscouncil.org/
http://www.ceen.unomaha.edu/neroboticsexpo/
http://www.new-sandiego.org/
http://www.new-sandiego.org/
http://appliedtech.iit.edu/engineersweek
http://appliedtech.iit.edu/engineersweek
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A 2016 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE IEEE NEW YORK SECTION 

 

New Year’s Greetings to all: 

 

 

 am both honored and privileged this year to 

serve as your IEEE New York Section 

Chairman. 

The NY Section Executive 

committee consists of both 

experienced and new volunteers 

who serve as the core team for 

delivering the technical services 

we provide to our membership.  

As always, our continuing goal is 

to recruit new and talented 

volunteers who are eager to share 

in our mission in the IEEE to 

advance technology for the 

benefit of humanity. 

We begin our year planning 

several significant events that are 

both interesting and beneficial to 

our members. These events will be announced both 

here on the pages of our newsletter and via our 

Listserv email broadcast.  

So, why volunteer?  

Like most of you I am busy everyday balancing my 

professional and personal life. There never seems to 

be enough hours in the day to get 

everything we want done. I can only say 

that volunteer work at the IEEE NY 

Section provides a special source of 

satisfaction for me in promoting our 

profession to a worldwide audience 

through the IEEE. 

While we focus on serving the needs of 

our Section, we invite all our fellow 

members to take advantage of the 

benefits of the technical presentations 

and events we will be offering during this 

and coming years and to consider 

becoming a part of it as a volunteer. 

Again, all the best to you for a happy and 

prosperous 2016! 

Wilson Milian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 



7 

 

 

PROPOSED CHANGES IN ACCREDITATION OF 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN ENGINEERING 

 

 

 

National Society of Professional Engineers in action!

 

How do the current programs in education in 

engineering and technology offered by colleges and 

universities reflect the needs of the society? In this 

country, Accreditation Board for 

Engineering and Technology, Inc. 

or ABET is a nationally recognized non-

governmental entity that accredits 

education programs science, 

engineering, technology and 

computing. Since 2009 the ABET 

experts have been discussing about 

revising the presently accredited 

curricula that would respond better to 

our needs. 

Naturally, the National Society of 

Professional Engineers (NSPE) has 

been involved with the revision process. It has offered its 

suggestions. 

Now, the ABET has a draft of the revised changes (and 

directions) to the accreditation that is available for 

public comments. Please read about it in the 

January/February 2016 edition of 

PE Magazine at 

http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-

magazine/january-2016/proposed-

accreditation-changes-released-

comment. It may be important to you 

or someone you know who is 

thinking on a career in engineering 

*. 

 

*We would like to thank David 

Weiss, our representative in the 

Metropolitan Engineering Societies’ Council in New 

York for sending the information to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/january-2016/proposed-accreditation-changes-released-comment
http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/january-2016/proposed-accreditation-changes-released-comment
http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/january-2016/proposed-accreditation-changes-released-comment
http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/january-2016/proposed-accreditation-changes-released-comment
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IEEE member carries the message of the IEEE: 

Serving mankind through technology

 

Dr Ashutosh Dutta,our colleague from New Jersey was recently in India and visited his alma mater ,the  National Institute 

of Technology Rourkela. Dutta spent four years (1981-1985) at that Institute studying engineering. He must have had a 

great reunion with his ex-colleagues some of whom surely are now teaching engineering to the next generation. Don’t we 

all have nostalgia for the institutions where we got the first taste of engineering? 

In course of his stay in Rourkela,  Dutta was interviewed by NIT Rourkela's Monday Morning, a newspaper 

published by the student body of NIT. At this interview Dr. Dutta spoke about IEEE’s mantra: advancing 

technology for the humanity.  
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The entire interview can be viewed at http://mondaymorning.nitrkl.ac.in/2016/01/11/387-serving-mankind-through-technology-

ashutosh-dutta/ 

Congratulations Ashutosh Dutta for spreading the news of the IEEE, keep it up! 

 

 

http://mondaymorning.nitrkl.ac.in/2016/01/11/387-serving-mankind-through-technology-ashutosh-dutta/
http://mondaymorning.nitrkl.ac.in/2016/01/11/387-serving-mankind-through-technology-ashutosh-dutta/
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Call for paper 

 

IT Track, Submissions due 15 March: Submitting to IEEE Xplore/EI Compendex/ISI    2016/1/10 1:38:15 z6vio1pp 

 

From Professor Tang 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

We cordially invite you to submit a paper to the Information Technology track in the upcoming 2016 12th 

International Conference on Natural Computation (ICNC 2016) and the 2016 13th International Conference on Fuzzy 

Systems and Knowledge Discovery (FSKD 2016), to be jointly held from 13-15 August 2016 in Changsha, China. Topics 

include (but are not limited to): Communications and Networking, Automation and Control, Software Engineering, 

Information Security, etc.. 

 

Changsha, the capital of Hunan Province, is a historic and cultural city in southern China and a busy port on the 

Xiangjiang River, with a population over 6 million. Founded over 3000 years ago, the city became the capital of the Zhou 

state (951-960 AD) and a leading commercial center during the Song dynasty (960-1279 AD). Changsha International 

Airport is easily accessible with direct flights to all major domestic and some international destinations. Other famous 

tourist destinations in Hunan include the Zhangjiajie National Park (natural heritage listed by the UN) and Fenghuang 

(Phoenix) Ancient City. 

 

As with the past ICNC-FSKD conferences, all papers in conference proceedings will be submitted to both EI 

Compendex and ISTP (ISI Proceedings), as well as IEEE Xplore (all previous ICNC-FSKD conferences from 2005 to 

2014 have been indexed in Ei Compendex). Extended versions of selected best papers will appear in SCIE-indexed 

international journals, such as Swarm and Evolutionary Computation (Elsevier, SJR: 4.638) and Journal of 

Computer and System Science (CCF B，IF: 1.2), as well as EI-indexed international journals (5 SCI-indexed and 3 

Ei-index journal special issues for ICNC-FSKD 2015 invited more than 120 extended papers. The reviews are expected to 

complete in June 2016). ICNC-FSKD 2016 is technically co-sponsored by the IEEE Circuits and Systems Society 

(pending). 

 

ICNC-FSKD is a premier international forum for scientists and researchers to present the state of the art of data mining 

and intelligent methods inspired from nature, particularly biological, linguistic, and physical systems, with applications to 

computers, circuits, systems, control, robotics, communications, and more. This is an exciting and emerging 

interdisciplinary area in which a wide range of theory and methodologies are being investigated and developed to tackle 

complex and challenging problems. The registration fee of US-D460 includes proceedings, lunches, dinners, banquet, 

coffee breaks, and all technical sessions. 

 

For more information, visit the conference web page: 

 

   http://icnc-fskd.hnu.edu.cn/ 

 

If you have any questions after visiting the conference web page, please email the secretariat at  

icnc-fskd@hnu.edu.cn 

 

Join us at this major event in historical Changsha !!! 

 

Organizing Committee 
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icnc-fskd@hnu.edu.cn 

 

 

 

EVENTS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERS IN NEW YORK CITY AND ITS VICINITY 

 

We have received the notices of the following events. 

Please note that we’ll make every effort to include your 

event on this page. However, our task becomes difficult 

(almost impossible) if such notices reach us at random. 

Please send them to us between the 15th and 20th days 

of each month so that they are included in the following 

month’s calendar. For example, if you plan to have a 

meeting on 20 March you certainly should send the 

notice before 20 February. Only then we could 

systematically include that event in our list. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Annual Award Dinner Dance, 2016 

At our Annual Award Dance Dinner event we honor 

the new IEEE Fellows and those you have been 

chosen to receive awards for their volunteering 

work for the IEEE . Usually, the event is held in 

February. Some of you may be wondering why we 

have not mentioned about the event for this year. 

Please be informed that the executive committee of 

the New York Section has decided to hold this event 

on 16 April. The primary reason for holding it off is 

the possibility of having inclement weather in 

February. The April event will also be held at Hilton 

Hotel and Towers on the Avenue of the Americas, 

New York City. Hopefully next month we’ll be able 

to offer you more information on this event. In the 

meantime, please mark the date on your calendar 

and perhaps spread the news inside your company 

that it is a great event for networking and publicity. 

It will be worth booking an entire table for you and 

your colleagues.

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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