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Congratulations to all volunteers of the NY Section 
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QUICK DATE CHECKS FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Dates for the 2016 Executive Committee meetings at IEEE 
NY Section 

 

10 January  

10 February  

9 March  

13 April  

11 May  

8 June  

No meetings during the months of July and August 

14 September  

12 October  

9 November  

14 December  

 

Unless otherwise notified all ExComm meetings are 
scheduled for 12:30 pm at the ConEd Building, 4 Irving 
Place, New York. All members of the New York Section 
are invited to participate in the ExComm meetings.  

However, for reasons of security, to attend such meet-

ings you must give advance notice to the Section chair.
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(For further details on each event please see the individual notices at the end of this posting) 

 1-2 October, Saturday  and Sunday , 10am  – 6pm: MakerFaire DIY  show at Queens Science Museum, Coro-

na Park, New York. This is the largest show in the world organized by  the organization. See flier at the end of the 

newsletter 

 4 October, Tuesday , IEEE Day , 4 pm : at New York Institute of Technology  (NYIT), Room 401, 21  61st Street 

Xing with Broadway), New York, NY  10023. Program starts at 4 pm with speakers from IEEE and NY IT staff. It 

ends at 7  pm with a session of networking and food at 6 pm. All are welcome. At the entrance you may ask for 

Jaideep Singh, Students’ Advisor / Events Coordinator. Please join us at NYIT and keep the spirit of IEEE 

Day  going 

 4 October, Tuesday , 6.30 pm  – 7 .30 pm : Leo Engineering: Building, William Scala Room: Manhattan Co l-

lege, 4513 Manhattan College Pkwy, Riverdale, NY 10471: A presentation of the Broadcast Technology  Society, NY  

Chapter: Broadcasting  Embedded System Software Configuration by  Dr Waleed Mohamed, software architect at 

IBM. For more information please see the flier at the end. 

 28 October, Friday , 5.30 pm – 7 .45 pm S-PAC/iSTEP Students’ Conference at Room HS 119, Health Sciences 

Building, Long Island University  Brooklyn Campus, 1  University  Plaza, Brookly n, NY  11201. Please see the flier at 

the end of this newsletter. 

LOOKING FAR AHEAD 

 1-3 December, Thursday  through Saturday:  Women in Engineering (WIE) Forum on Inspiring and Em -

powering Wom en in Technology, Boston, MA. For more information please write to 44griffin@comcast.net  

 

IEEE Conferences of our interest in October, 2016 

New York City area 

17  - 19 Oct 2016 IEEE 12th International Conference on Wireless and Mobile Computing, Networking and Communic a-

tions (WiMob) Lebanese American University  in New York (211  E 46th St); New York, NY, USA, IEEE Sponsor(s): Co m-

puter Society   

20 - 22 Oct 2016: IEEE 7th Annual Ubiquitous Computing, Electronics & Mobile Communication Conference (UEMCON) Hotel near 

New York Area Airport (LGA, JFK or EWR), IEEE Sponsor(s): IEEE-USA, Region 1, NY Section 

 

 

 

mailto:44griffin@comcast.net
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/conferences/conferencedetails/index.html?Conf_ID=38708
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/conferences/conferencedetails/index.html?Conf_ID=38708
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/conferences/conferencedetails/index.html?Conf_ID=38874
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR 

 

 

Bye, bye, summer! We begin this edition of the NY 

Monitor by congratulating our Section officers and 

all volunteers for their efforts to achieve our goals for 

enrolling new members and also for maintaining a 

high rate of retention of membership. This was 

judged from a global perspective. So, 

we must be doing things right! The 

cover image reveals our pride.  

We are happy that during the summer 

months we could do much for dissemi-

nating information and creating ambi-

ance for networking. We had diverse 

presentations organized by different 

chapters of New York Section and its Tappan Zee 

Subsection that were well attended by both IEEE 

members, professionals and the community around 

us. We also took part in the Region 1 Students’ Con-

ference held in April at Central Connecticut State 

University, New Britain, Conn. and the very first 

IEEE Future Leaders’ Forum held in July at Tulane 

University, New Orleans, LA.  

We now have good news to share. Several members 

of our Section have come forward to offer their vol-

unteer services. The Section chair Wilson Milian has 

appointed Dr Cathy Chan as the chair of the Young 

Professionals (YP). She is with the firm of Exponent 

Failure Analysis in New York. Dr Ahmad Refaey 

Hussain of Manhattan College of Riverdale, NY is 

now the chair of the New York chapter of the IEEE 

Broadcast Technology Society (BTS). Chamara John-

son of Parsons Brinkerhoff, New York is interested in 

volunteering for Women in Engineering (WIE) and 

Vehicular Technology Society’s NY chapter. Zumma 

Khan of City College, New York is interested in vol-

unteering for Power and Energy Society. Please let us 

a give a warm welcome to the new faces in our Sec-

tion. 

Inside you will find an “eye witness” 

account of the Future Leaders Forum 

by Cathy Chen. You will also find a 

detailed report on the Students’ Con-

ference mentioned above. The report 

was submitted by Dr Charles Ru-

benstein, the coordinator of confer-

ences at the New York Section and the Region 1. We 

hope you will enjoy reading those reports. 

In the coming weeks you will receive results of the 

IEEE elections. Notwithstanding those results, we 

have a lot to do here. Let’s keep up with the momen-

tum.  

Next month we will post an article by Dr Vincenzo 

Piuri, the 2016 past VP of IEEE TAB, an IEEE Fellow 

and professor of CS at University of Milan, Italy. 

Piuri is promoting some good ideas on global collab-

oration between different groups in IEEE for the 

benefit of the mankind. You will find those ideas sort 

of eye openers. You will also find a report on 

MakerFaire show in which we are taking part. 

Good reading! 

 

Amitava Dutta-Roy, PhD, IEEE Life Fellow. 
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As seen through the eyes of a Young Professional 

Cathy Chen* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Vincent Cerf delivering the keynote address at the IEEE Future Leaders Forum   
(me on the bottom  left back to the camera) 

New Orleans, LA – From July 28-30, 2016, 

more than 285 of the IEEE-USA’s rising stars, 

young professionals (like me), industry lead-

ers, one (co-) inventor of the internet, and 

student members gathered for the first ever 

IEEE USA’s Future Leaders Forum, hosted at 

Tulane University. The main themes of the 

conference, held as a series of TED-style talks, 

panel discussions, and labs over the course of 

two and a half days, were to inspire, solve, 

empower, adapt, lead, and connect. I experi-

enced all the prevailing themes of the confer-

ence during my three days in New Orleans, 

and in this report, I’d like to share with you 

some of those experiences, lessons learned, 

and thoughts on the future of the forum for 

future leaders.  

After moving into my Tulane dorm room that 

was to be our accommodations for the follow-

ing three nights led to some flashbacks to my 
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college years and we were all off to the French 

quarter for an opening reception. 

Adapt and Connect 
The forum kicked off with a cruise on the his-

toric steam boat Natchez, which has been 

sailing the mighty Mississippi since 1975, 

with an engine built in 1925.  

On the boat, in addition to being treated to 

amazing views of the Mississippi, the French 

quarter, and greater New Orleans, we were all 

split into groups for a little friendly competi-

tion. Named after famous engineers and sci-

entists, groups were assigned to different vid-

eo challenges.  

 

The task assigned to the George Washington 

Gale Ferris Jr. (inventor of the Ferris wheel) 

group, that was ours, was to create a one-

minute trailer for the next Marvel superhero, 

that would appeal to a new demographic. 

Luckily for us, we had a Disney Imagineer on 

our team, who happens to travel everywhere 

with video editing software and a computer! 

Three hours later, what started as a superhero 

dude who would appeal to farmers and a 

world experiencing severe crop shortages (to 

borrow part of the Interstellar storyline) be-

came a movie trailer for the new Marvel su-

perhero “Bluegrass girl!” complete with tes-

timony, doubters, and a brilliant disguise.  

We didn’t win, but the whole experience was 

a great exercise in adapting a motif we all 

knew (superhero movies) and twisting it to 

solve the assignment at hand. And, making 

her a girl, yea that was my idea…Girl Power! 

Midway through the second day of the forum, 

the group was broken into smaller labs for 

some hands-on practice in, among other 

things, creativity, imagination, and leadership. 

I chose to attend the Creative Lab, led by Dis-

ney Imagineering. In a timeline-based Prezi 

presentation, which was already in and of it-

self one of the most creative things I’ve seen, 

the presenters talked about creativity and 

how best to harness it.  

During the workshop, we were asked to talk 

with our neighbors about where they are most 

creative, and after, a quick exercise was per-

formed, in which a Mickey Mouse beach ball 

was tossed around the room. When the ball 

was tossed to you, you were to shout out 

where you were most creative (my answer: 

lab, at 3 a.m., the day of a paper deadline), 

and passed the ball on.  

In an effort to either confuse us or speed up 

the process (jury’s still out on that one), 

Mickey was soon joined by a Frozen and 

Goofy beach ball. After some initial confusion 

in which only one beach ball was being tossed 

at a time, I asked loudly, if we were to now 

move into a parallel execution of the task at 

hand. Evidently, this resonated with the par-

ticipants, and pretty soon, all the beach balls 

were being thrown around concurrently, as 

designed.   

Inspire and Solve 
The opening speaker on Friday morning was 

Dr Vinton Cerf, who is credited as a co-

inventor of the Internet; now a Google vice 

president, Chief Internet evangelist, and the 

2004 Turing Award winner. Being able to 
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hear the advice of a principal Internet archi-

tect and an IEEE Fellow certainly caught the 

attention of this engineer, who spent the bet-

ter part of the grad school working with opti-

cal interconnects.  

In a talk entitled “Risk and Innovation,” Dr 

Cerf, in his signature three-piece suit, spoke 

of the early days of the “interwebs” as we have 

now come to call it. He emphasized the im-

portance of youth, stating that we, as young 

professionals and students, were too young to 

know that “you can’t do that” and thus would 

and could achieve the impossible.  

Dr Cerf also shared how Eric Schmidt (former 

CEO of Google and current Executive Chair-

man of Alphabet, Inc.) told him his work isn’t 

done yet. That only half the world is online, 

and therefore, Cerf could never retire.  

I found it refreshing and inspiring to hear 

that 

even 

after 

all he 

has 

ac-

complished, Vint Cerf feels his work is still 

not done, and has the drive 

and motivation to get the 

other 50 percent of the 

world online as well. Dr Cerf 

certainly kicked off the con-

ference and sent the audi-

ence into a buzz. His overall 

message was one of taking 

risks, failing, success, and 

above all else, patience!   

Another speaker that reso-

nated with the audience was 

John Werner, Vice Presi-

dent of Meta, and Founding Managing Direc-

tor for Emerging Worlds SIG at MIT Media 

Lab. His talk was centered on the rise and 

current culture of the MIT media lab, includ-

ing collaborative spaces and cross-

disciplinary research.  

His keynote speech caused palpable excite-

ment in the auditorium. As he was speaking 

to a roomful of millennials, he came with an 

interesting fact for the audience. During his 

talk, entitled “Millennials and Selfies” we 

learned that millennials, on average, spend 

approximately 54 hours a year creating selfies, 

which will amount to about 25,700 selfies in a 

lifetime.  

He encouraged us to turn the camera around 

every so often, and he shared a number of his 

photographs from throughout the years, stat-

ing that he always photographs everything, 

because you’ll never know when inspiration 

will hit. As an avid amateur photographer, I 

loved that he actually did things with his pho-

tos, like framing them for his office, and using 

them in his talks, and was taken aback by 

how stunning some of them were. Though, 

truth be told, I probably average closer to 2 

selfies a day. 

Empower and Lead 
The speaker of the next session that spoke to 

me on a personal level was self-described “re-
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covering perfectionist” Nancy Martin, a Man-

ger in Technology Leadership Development at 

GE Global Research. Ms. Martin’s message 

was that it is okay to fail, saying that in the 

absence of permission to make mistakes, we 

leave ourselves with only one option: to be 

perfect.  

She then identified herself as a recovering 

perfectionist, a term that I profoundly related 

to. So often in our lives we try to be so perfect 

that we forget that it is alright to fail, she said, 

and in that regard, it is necessary, to be  

allowed to fail, and to make mistakes. 

Ms. Martin’s personal anecdotes about mis-

steps in her speaking and management career 

and practicing to be happy and practicing to 

be present really enthralled me. It was re-

freshing to be told from someone that has 

“made it” that she still fails, and moreover, 

that it is okay. Success is not about getting it 

right the first time; it is about getting it right, 

period.  

Her message was echoed in the last talk of the 

forum, which as I tweeted, “was a new one.” 

The keynote speech was offered by Dr Chris 

Washburne, an associate professor of music, 

and the founding director of the Louis Arm-

strong Jazz Performance Program at my alma 

mater, Columbia University, in New York City. 

As a former practice-everyday-until-you-get-

it-right-pianist, I found it particularly inter-

esting Dr Washburne’s statement that his jazz 

band doesn’t practice. Jazz originated in the 

United States from the creative minds and 

souls of freed slaves, and, as a result, jazz per-

formances are completely original, the band 

feeds off the audience (and the other band 

members) and adjusts the music accordingly. 

Most important, a note can never be wrong, 

because you can adapt the next note you play 

to make it right.   

Dr. Washburne brought along one of his 

bands, SYOTOS (an acronym for See You On 

The Other Side), and through a performance 

that involved some talking, some jazz perfor-

mance, and no slides, delivered a message 

also touching upon the importance of learn-

ing from failures. He told the audience that 

he’d actually like to see a resume of failures. 

We learn more from our failures, he said, of-

ten more than 

from our suc-

cesses. It 

turns out that 

jazz musicians 

have a few 

things to teach 

us, the engineers. Later that evening, I at-

tended my first New Orleans jazz concert, 

when SYOTOS made their Frenchmen Street, 

New Orleans debut, at Snug Harbor Jazz Bis-

tro.  

Next Steps 
IEEE USA will likely follow up this year’s Fu-

ture Leaders Forum with a workshop in 2017 

(do you know where? and a second forum in 

2018 (I’d like to formally propose Hawaii as 
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the location). I hope to be involved in the 

planning, and I hope to see you there!   

*Cathy  Chen is with Exponent Failure Analysis 

Associates, multidisciplinary  engineering and sc i-

entific consulting firm specialized in solv ing engi-

neering, regulatory  and business issues for its cli-

ents. Dr Chen earned a BS fin electrical and com-

puter engineering from Cor-

nell University  and MS, MPhil 

and PhD degrees from Columbia University. Dr. 

Chen has just been appointed the chair of Young 

Professionals (Y P) at the IEEE New York Section. 

Chen thanks the IEEE for its generaous financial 

support for attending the the Forum 

She can be contacted at: 

 

. 

 

 

****************************************************************************************************** 

 

Region 1 Student Activities Chair Report – June 2016  

Charles Rubenstein* with photographs by Soon Wan** 

 

1. 2016 Region 1 Student Conference  

(StuCon2016) 

The 2016 Region 1 Student Conference, held 

at the Central Connecticut State University 

(CCSU) 16-17 April was a grand success! This 

largest gathering of students from Region 1 

Student Branches featured: 

 

 214 Registrants (168 Students from 29 

R1 Schools; 30 Volunteers and Speak-

ers, and 16 No Shows)  

 64 MicroMouse Participants (20 

MicroMouse Teams from 11 colleges)   

 6 Student Paper Contest Entries   

 7 Ethics Competition Entries   

 6 T-Shirt Design Participants 
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Thanks go out to the tremendous efforts of 

Soon Wan who coordinated all of our student 

competitions in three tracks on the morning 

of Saturday, 16 April. The food and facilities 

and the rest of the local arrangements at Cen-

tral Connecticut State University were made 

by StuCon2016 Co-Chair Dr Haoyu Wang 

who made sure that everything behaved 

seamlessly and effortlessly, under control at 

all times such that every participant had a 

great experience. 

We were honored to have many IEEE leaders 

at the event including IEEE-USA President 

Peter Eckstein, Region 1 Director Ron Tabroff 

and Region 1 Director-Elect Dr Babak 

Beheshti, as well as Region 2 Director-Elect 

Dr Kate Duncan and many of our own Region 

1 Board members as judges and coordinators. 

The IEEE Connecticut Section, under the 

leadership of its chair Peter Kootsookos, 

helped with the participation of volunteers 

from the local Student Branch and also with 

financial support.  

 

We are indebted to our donors and patrons 

for making StuCon2016 so successful. They 

included IEEE-USA, CCSU SEST Dean Dr. 

Faris Malhas, Smokie Robotics, Inc., IEEE CT 

Section & RAS Chapter, IEEE Membership 

Development , IEEE MGA Student Activities, 

IEEE Standards Association, IEEE University 

Partnership Program (UPP), and IEEE WIE 

(Women in Engineering) who also provided 

funds for meals and breaks, the Robotics 

Workshops, and materials for giveaways. 

In addition to StuCon2016 co-chair Hauyo 

Wang and our competitions coordinators 

(Soon Wan of  MicroMouse Competition, Rob 

Vice of Student Prize Paper Contest, and 

Bruce Hecht of Ethics Competition), Student 

Volunteers Chair  David Broderick (CCSU), 

Industry Chair Biao Zhang (ABB), CCSU 

Venue Co-chairs Ravindra Thamma and Has-

san Shibly (CCSU), and SAC Website Web-

master Abdelrahman Honsy (UConn) all con-

tributed to making the event successful in so 

many ‘invisible’ ways. We are delighted that 

ten students from local Connecticut colleges: 

Zacaria Daignault, Paul Blanchet, Benjamin 

Midyette, Dylan Marinelli, Adrian Felczak, 

Kyle Carissimi, Joey Martell, Shiblee 

Rahman, Mariam Avagyan and Mieyshayla 

Shonnae volunteered to assist us in StuCon. 

StuCon2016 began on Friday evening with a 

pre-conference meeting of the key volunteers 

and speakers while the Region’s Young Pro-

fessional (YP) Representative Aisha Yousuf 

conducted a Resume Workshop assisted by 

several of the next day’s judges and senior 

Region leadership. As has been the tradition 

over the past few years, there was also a YP-

sponsored Ice Cream Party! (It has been sug-

gested that Soon “will work for Ice Cream” – 

and he does, he does!)  



13 

 

The Saturday morning 16 April StuCon pro-

gram included student competitions in three 

tracks. These were our Student Prize Paper 

Contest (Rob Vice, Coordinator), our Ethics 

Competition (Bruce Hecht, Coordinator) and 

- of course - our MicroMouse Competition 

(Soon 'MicroMouse' Wan – Coordinator).   

This year’s Ethics Competition had seven (7) 

student teams from five colleges - Fairleigh 

Dickinson University; New Jersey Institute of 

Technology; Stevens Institute of Technology;  

Stony Brook University (SUNY) and the Uni-

versity of Maine, under the watchful eyes of 

Judges Bruce Hecht, Pete Eckstein and 

Charles Robinson, presented and defended a 

case analysis on “Ethical Concerns on Genet-

ically Modified Food” using the IEEE Code 

of Ethics . 

Second place in the Ethics Competition went 

to Stevens Institute of Technology and first 

place went to Fairleigh Dickinson University. 

 

The Region 1 Student Paper Contest judges 

reviewed written papers and oral presenta-

tions related to engineering, technology, 

management, or societal aspects of subjects 

relevant to the IEEE. Our judges were Rob 

Vice (Chair), Aisha Yousuf, Daniel Sniezek 

and Ronald Brown reviewed six (6) Student 

Paper Contest entries from Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT), New Jersey 

Institute of Technology (NJIT), Farleigh 

Dickinson University (FDU) and Western 

New England University (WNEU) before 

awarding three prizes.  

Third place went to Paul Rose of Western 

New England University (WNEU) for his pa-

per on “Next Generation Digital Airfield 

Lighting System” with second place going to 

Khizar Qureshi and Robert Lagner of Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) for 

their paper “On an Empirical Analysis of the 

Kidney Allocation System” and first place was 

earned by Francis Goffredo of Farleigh Dick-

inson University (FDU) for his paper on 

“Electronic Countermeasures: Radio Signal 

Jammer Design.” 

 Taking up the largest space during StuCon 

and with the largest number of participants 

(other than for meals ) was the Region 1 

MicroMouse Competition. The more than 64 

Participants in 20 MicroMouse Teams from 

11 colleges built independently controlled ro-

bots that tried to travel through a maze in the 

shortest possible time. These devices that 

melded software and hardware and used 

complex mathematical routing algorithms 

were as impressive as they were exciting. 

They kept our Judges: Soon Wan (Chair), An-

thony Wan, Bob Pellegrino, Mariam Avagyan, 

Laszlo Pap and assistants including Kate 

Duncan (Region 2 Director-Elect) busy all 

morning. 
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The eleven colleges and their MicroMice 

teams were: DeVry University North Bruns-

wick (Onycho and PacRat), Stevens Institute 

of Technology (Attila), New Jersey Institute 

of Technology (Centaurus Megazord and 

Micromouse), Union College (Dutchbot), 

Central Connecticut State University (George 

and LoadingÖ and Toast), University of Buf-

falo (Ladyzbugs and Megamouse II and Otis 

and RatPack), Northeastern University 

(Micromouse and Winslow), Fairleigh Dick-

inson University Metropolitan (Noodle), Rog-

er Williams University (Swiss), SUNY New 

Paltz (Unpredictable Algorithms) and Stony 

Brook University (WolfieMouse). 

There were two Honorable Mentions, one to 

the University of Buffalo RatPack for the 

Compact Mouse Closest to the Center, and 

the other to the Fairleigh Dickinson Universi-

ty Metropolitan Noodle for the Largest 

Mouse. Fourth place, Second Closest to the 

Goal, went to the DeVry University North 

Brunswick PacRat. Third place Closest to the 

Goal, went to the University of Buffalo 

RatPack.  Second place went to the Union 

College Dutchbot for a time of 2 minutes and 

53 seconds. The First Place winner was the 

University of Buffalo Megamouse II for a 

maze solving time of merely 52 seconds! 

 

The T-Shirt Contest was held during the day 

under the coordination of local student vol-

unteers Mariam Avagyan and Mieyshayla 

Shonnae. Attendees reviewed the work of 

Student Branches from DeVry University - 

New Brunswick, NJ; Farleigh Dickenson Uni-

versity, NJ; Roger Williams University, RI; 

New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJ; Ste-

vens Institute, NJ; and the University of 

Maine, Maine before selecting DeVry Univer-

sity - New Brunswick, NJ as the first prize T-

Shirt for StuCon 2016. 

Saturday afternoon attendees were in for a 

special treat as there were three tracks availa-

ble for their participation.  Connecticut Sec-

tion Robotics and Automation Chapter Chair 

Biao Zhang and CCSU faculty and StuCon Co-

Chair Haoyu Wang coordinated a special Ro-

botics Panel Session entitled “Open Robot 

Software and Hardware: Collaborate, Con-

nect and Advance” featuring guest speakers 

Grayson Randall and Minas Liarokapis.  

 

Track 2 was coordinated by Director-Elect 

Babak Beheshti and dedicated to Student 

Branch Leadership Training. Part 1 included 

“IEEE Builds Better Young Professionals” 

featuring guest speakers Kristen MacCartney 

and Shareyna Scott, while Part 2 featured two 

presentations, “Essentials of Branch Leader-

ship” by Babak Beheshti and “An Overview of 

SPAC/SPAx” by Bala Prasanna.  

 

The third track, Soon Wan’s “iTryRobotics 

Workshop” was attended by children in 
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grades 3 to 7 who were accompanied by their 

parents and were treated to hands-on robot-

ics software and hardware activities. On Sun-

day Soon conducted a Robotics Workshop for 

those interested in honing their MicroMouse 

skills. 

 

Saturday night was the Awards Banquet 

where all the aforementioned awards were 

made in the Auditorium before going to a 

peaceful winner’s dinner. 

 

Some of the conference photos have been 

dropped at the DropBox by Soon: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0fh3v256vb0t

i0j/AACvN87gsxoLem7RTdBJA09ea?dl=0 

So was StuCon 2016 successful you ask? You 

bet it was! We had THREE (3) Student 

Branches that expressed interest in hosting 

future Student Conference!  The request for 

proposals went out and it is hoped that a de-

cision on the StuCon 2017 dates and venue 

will be announced at the Region 1 Board of 

Governors Meeting in August. 

 

2. MGA Student Branch Program 2016 

Quarter 1 Newsletter  

The IEEE Student Branch Program Quarter 1 

Newsletter “Student Branch Spotlight” high-

lighted the efforts of our own Region 1 North-

eastern University Student Branch.  

3. Updates to Section Student Activities 

Chair listings  

Please let RSAC Charles Rubenstein 

<c.rubenstein@ieee.org> know who your cur-

rent Section Student Activities Chair is. And 

please ask your Section SAC Chair to kep me 

aware of changes in any of the Student 

Branch Counselors or leadership.   

 

4. Region 1 Student Representative 

(RSR) 

We have been fortunate this past year to have 

the services of Nikhil Shenoy of Rutgers Uni-

versity as our RSR. Nikhil was instrumental 

in making it possible for IEEE to provide 

nearly 25 volunteers for the World Maker 

Faire New York 2015 “Learn to Solder” Booth 

as well as for the IEEE Booth at the Faire – 

our fourth annual participation! Congratula-

tions and Good Luck goes out to him as he 

graduated and will be taking employment in 

the greater NY area. Kayla Lo of NYIT is our 

acting RSR this summer and will represent 

the region at the MGA Student Activities 

committee Meetings in Chicago this July 

when I will be on vacation. She will present a 

report on the MGA meeting to Director 

Tabroff at the Annual Region 1 Board of Gov-

ernors Meeting on August 6. 

5. Public Visibility Project: IEEE Booth 

at World Maker Faire New York – NY 

Hall of Science 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0fh3v256vb0ti0j/AACvN87gsxoLem7RTdBJA09ea?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0fh3v256vb0ti0j/AACvN87gsxoLem7RTdBJA09ea?dl=0
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Region 1 has annually coordinated an IEEE 

Booth at the World Maker Faire New York 

since 2012. This year, our fifth, we will fea-

ture the new IEEE-USA Booth and are work-

ing again with the Educational Activities 

Board, IEEE Membership, and others to 

bring a greater awareness IEEE to the tens of 

thousands of Maker Faire attendees. As we 

did last year, we are expecting to not only 

provide enough volunteers to man the Booth 

over the 1-2 October weekend, but we also 

will be looking for volunteers to work with 

children at the ‘Learn to Solder’ booth where 

they will solder blinking LED Badges. 

6. S-PAC and iSTEP Presentations 

Where an S-PAC is a student member orga-

nized event, we have ben working to provide 

the best of an S-PAC – but run by local sec-

tion volunteers – to student branches in Re-

gion 1 through the iSTEP program since 

2010. Bob Pellegrino has been the most active 

recently in bringing iSTEP programs to stu-

dent branches in the New York section. If you 

are interested in having either an S-PAC or an 

iSTEP, please contact me. 

If you have suggestions for improving the ac-

tivities or benefits for our Student Members 

please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 

============================= 

*Dr Charles Rubenstein  is the is the chair of 

Students’ Activities at IEEE Region 1 His 

email address:<c.rubenstein@ieee.org  > 

**Dr SoonWan, the chair of Memebrship 

Devlopment at R 1 has kindly given us the 

persmission to post the photorgraphs he took 

of the Micromouse competition. The Monitor 

thanks both Charles and Soon for their coop-

eration.  
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2016 IEEE Region 1 Student Conference  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-

gion 1 Micromouse Competition Participants and  
Mices (20 Teams from 11 Schools)  
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Children 8 to 12 years old learnt the world of robotics by building and program a 

robot using Lego Mindstorm Education Kit (Workshop sponsored by IEEE-USA) 
 

 

Micromouse Workshop: To learn about designing and building  

a micromouse for next year competition 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MakerFaire Map 
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