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Currently, the New York Section of IEEE comprises of the following  

Active Chapters of the IEEE Societies:

 

• Computational Intelligence Society 

• Computer Society 

• Communications Society 

• Technology Management Society 

• Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society 

• Instrumentation and Measurement Society 

• Power and Energy Society  

• Industrial Applications Society 

• Solid State Circuits/Electron Devices Societies  

• Systems, Man and Cybernetics Society  

• Vehicular Technology Society 

• Broadcast Technology Society 

 

& 

 

The following Affinity Groups as defined by IEEE 

• Consultants’ Network  

• Life Members Affinity Group (LMAG)  

• Women in Engineering  

• Young Professionals 
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The following are the presumed dates for the 2017 Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings at IEEE NY Section (unless 

otherwise notified in advance, always held on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month)

 
10 January  

14 February 

21 March 

11 April 

9 May* 

13 June  

No meetings during the months of July and August 

12 September 

10 October 

14 November 

12 December  

4 pm at ConEd Building 

Election of the Section officers 

5.30 pm sharp at ConEd Building 

RSVP to Paul Sartori (sartorip@coned.com) ASAP 

 

******************** 

 

Unless otherwise notified, all ExComm meetings are scheduled for 12:30 pm at the ConEd Building, 4 Irving 

Place, New York. All members of the New York Section are invited to participate in the ExComm meetings. 

However, for reasons of security controlled by ConEd, the owner of the venue, all members desirous of attend-

ing any ExComm meeting must notify the Section chair. Thank you for your understanding 

mailto:sartorip@coned.com
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his is the slimmest edition of the NY Monitor of the entire year of 2018. Most of our volunteer 

tasks for the IEEE ear-marked for the year are over by now. The academics among us are 

busy grading their students or thinking of the next thesis topic; the engineers gainfully em-

ployed at commercial companies are checking their year-end reports; and independent consultants 

are wondering where their next contracts will come from. And all are busy contemplating on what 

gifts to purchase for their loved ones!! Who would then have the time to read the Monitor? That is 

why we decided to keep this edition slim.  

In this issue, as the contents page indicates, you will find the results of the 2018 election at the NY 

Section. David Horn has been elected to continue with a second term. We congratulate him and the 

entire team of Executive Committee members. One year of hard work successfully completed and we 

now look forward to the execution of one more year’s work. 

In November 2018 IEEE published the list of our members who have been uplifted to the grade of 

Fellows. There are six of them from NY Section and Tappan Zee Subsection.  

I wonder how many of our members know about the wonderful work initiated and sustained by the 

funds provided by the IEEE Foundation. These philanthropic efforts span the globe. The IEEE Foun-

dation also sustains the IEEE History Center. All these are reported in a newsletter published by the 

IEEE Foundation. I do not know how many of you receive copies of this newsletter. We therefore de-

cided to include a pdf copy of the latest issue.

 

 

 

 

T 
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 annual election of the principal office bearers of IEEE New York Section was held on 14 

December 2018 at ConEd Building, 4 Irving Place, New York, NY 100 at 5 pm. According 

the election slate provided by the Section nomination committee chaired by Wilson Mil-

ian, only one position, that of the chair of the NY Section, was contested. The two contestants were: 

Robert Pellegrino and the incumbent David Horn. After a secret voting process Horn was declared the 

winner. The other positions were uncontested.  

Section Officer Positions: 

Section Chair:  David Horn  

Section Vice Chair – Chapter Operations:  Vacant 

Section Vice Chair – Section Activities:  Chamara Johnson 

Section Treasurer:  Thomas Villani 

Section Secretary: Amy Batallones 

Elected Committee Chair Positions: 

Chapter Organization Committee Chair: Paul Sartori 

Historian: Amitava Dutta-Roy 

Long Range Planning Committee Chair:  Vacant 

Operations & Procedures Manual Committee Chair:  Vacant 

Publications Committee Chair: Vacant 

Webmaster:  Harold Ruchelman 

Please note that the chairs of chapters and affinity groups are elected by the respective entities 

The 
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After the election the members of the ExComm got together and celebrated the end of a successful 

year at nearby Paul & Jimmy’s on 18th E Street. Below are some photos. 

 

 

 

 
Wilson Milian and  

Mohammad Farzad Haghi 

 
Sarah Chung, David Horn and  

Wilson Milian 

 
Amitava Dutta-Roy and  

Frank Hsu 

 
 
 

Frank Hsu, Tom Villani, Robert Pelle-
grino, Mary Izaac, David Weiss, and 

Chamara Johnson 

 
David Horn, Wilson Milian. Maham-
mad F. Haghi, Peter Mauzey, Frank 

Hsu and Tom Villani 

David Weiss, Chamara Johnson, 
Sarah Chung, Ping-Tsai Chung and 

David Horn 

 
Sarah Chung, Ping-Tsai Chung, 
David Horn and Wilson Milian 

 
Chamara Johnson, Sarah Chung,  
Ping-Tsai Chung and David Horn 
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Ken Vought at the PES Outing of 2012 

Yes, we celebrated a successful end of the year but three days later our hearts sank with the news 

(reported by our colleague Robert Pellegrino) that our dear friend, Life Senior Member and a 

past Chair (2006) of the NY Section Ken Vought passed away on early 16 December 2018 at 

the Yorktown Rehabilitation Center (formerly known as the Field Home).  Ken was active in the 

Vehicular Technology Society Chapter. When I joined the NY Section in 2006 Ken was the chair 

and I found him a most compassionate chair. He had kind words for everybody and always tried 

to reach a consensus of opinions at the ExComm meetings. He was also interested in cultural ac-

tivities. I fondly remember our long chats over coffee at Au Bon Pain on top of the Union Square 

subway station. We convey our heartfelt condolence to Inge Vought, Ken’s widow. 
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Pellegrino who lives near the Vought residence in Westchester informed us that Ms. Vought 

had told him that he would be cremated. She was planning on having a memorial service for him 

sometime in January 2019.  

In the meantime, sympathy cards and condolences may be sent to: 

                Inge Vought 
                30 Woodlake Drive 
                Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

 

Pellegrino later e-mailed us that there would be a Masonic Service for Brother Ken on Saturday, 19 

January. Ms. Vought welcomed spouses and significant others (guests) and encouraged all members 

of the NY Section to attend especially if they knew Ken. She also extended an open invitation to any 

person who knew Ken to say something about him, his Masonic work with the Brotherhood Fund and 

his interest in the IEEE and Vehicular Technology.  

 

***************************** 

We were able to retrieve some 

photos from our archive. There 

they are dedicated to the 

memory of Ken Vought 

***************************** 

 

 

 

 

Ken playing bocce ball at PES 

Outing of 2012 

 

Ken with the IEEE NY Section 

group at PES Outing at the bar 

of Krucker’s 

Ken at the NY Section’s annual 

Award Dinner Dance 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all must sail for the great 

unknown one day or the other 

 

Annual ADD: Ken Vought, 

Amitava Dutta-Roy, Robert Pel-

legrino, William Perlman and 

Harold Ruchelman 



12 
IEEE NY Monitor, Vol. 65, No. 10 

 

 
 

on your cushy chair in a climate-controlled room and clicking your com-

puter mouse you may not realize how lucky you are and how much work 

the IEEE volunteers in EPICS or Smart Village projects are putting in for 

bringing the fruits of modern technology to the reach of the remote corners of the world. These parts 

have, for example, been devoid of electricity or pure drinking water until now. Thanks to the local 

communities and the philanthropic generosity of the IEEE Foundation EPICS (short for Engineering 

Projects in Community Service) programs are now able to introduce “telecommunications services to 

rural communities in the Amazon rainforest in Brazil. The IEEE Centro-Norte Brazil Section and the 

IEEE Student Branch at Federal University of Para (UFPA) erected a cellular base station and tower 

in the small agricultural community of Itabocal, Brazil. The base station can run mobile services in-

cluding voice calls, SMS and the Internet.  

“The project was designed with community impact in the Amazon in mind, and the reaction within 

the community has been really positive. From the start, [local] community members asked what they 

could do to help and have been [our] true partners.  

“In addition to organizing university and high-school students to work on an engineering-related pro-

ject for a local humanitarian organization, this EPICS project had additional impacts: enhanced 

health, education, socialization, safety, the facilitation of small business development and sharing 

more about their culture with the rest of the world.” >>Read more about this project in FOCUS (IEEE 

Foundation), October 2018, No. 26: http://sites.ieee.org/ny-monitor/files/2019/01/IEEE-Founda-

tion-Newsletter-Oct-2018.pdf. 

Sitting 

http://sites.ieee.org/ny-monitor/files/2019/01/IEEE-Foundation-Newsletter-Oct-2018.pdf
http://sites.ieee.org/ny-monitor/files/2019/01/IEEE-Foundation-Newsletter-Oct-2018.pdf
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The communications tower and base station enable cellular 

Connectivity resulting in enhanced health services, education 

and safety as well as the facilitation of small business development

 

 another example: that of “Lights for the Enlightened: An Engineering Trek in the Himalayas:  
How a band of techie volunteers electrified Lingshed monastery and school” by Jean Kumagai of IEEE 

Spectrum magazine. Lingshed Gompa, is a Buddhist monastery perched high in the Indian Hima-

layas. The article describes the local conditions existing before the deployment of solar-powered mi-

crogrids and what it is after the installation. Fascinating reading! Read all about it in https://spec-

trum.ieee.org/green-tech/solar/lights-for-the-enlightened-an-engineering-trek-in-the-himalayas . 

 

 

 

https://spectrum.ieee.org/green-tech/solar/lights-for-the-enlightened-an-engineering-trek-in-the-himalayas
https://spectrum.ieee.org/green-tech/solar/lights-for-the-enlightened-an-engineering-trek-in-the-himalayas
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Buddhist monks have carried solar panels along difficult stretches  

high up in the Himalayas. But their efforts paid off 

 

 

WE urge you to read the FOCUS and you will be able to get an idea how much is happening behind 

the scene. Perhaps, that will encourage you to join one of the IEEE volunteer groups. 
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Important URL links 

www.ieee.org 

Region 1: http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r1/new_york/  

SMC NY Chapter: :https://ny-ieee-smc.weebly.com/ 

 

 

Request to chairs of all NY Section Chapters and Affinity Groups: 

If you happen to have a web site, please let us know the URL and 

we’ll give links to those sites. Thank you. 

 

 

http://www.ieee.org/
http://www.ewh.ieee.org/r1/new_york/
https://ny-ieee-smc.weebly.com/

