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TO:  IEEE R9 Regional Committee – March 5 2016 

FROM:  Norberto Lerendegui – Past R9 Director 

SUBJECT: Resolution for Carlos Oscar Fernandez 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On July 11 2015, Carlos Oscar Fernández (IEEE LSM 00238816), past R9 Director 

(1980-1981) and past Argentina Section chair (1977-1979, 1993-1994), passed 
away at the age of 100 years. 

 

PROPOSED ACTION 

Resolved that the following resolution on behalf of Carlos Oscar Fernández and his 

family shall be approved.  

 

Resolution 

The IEEE R9 Regional Committee expresses its deepest sympathy to the Fernandez 
family on the passing of Carlos Oscar Fernandez. His service and contributions to 

IEEE, to the engineering profession, and the community were a distinguished, 
selfless accomplishment.  He will be greatly missed by his IEEE colleagues. 

 

Biographical Information 

Oscar was an exemplary volunteer. He was born on April 16th, 1915 and devoted over 
75 years to IEEE volunteering since he with other IEEE members founded the IEEE 
Argentina Section in 1939. He was Life Senior Member of IEEE and held numerous 
positions in Argentina Section, including Chair in the periods 1977/79 and 1993/94 
and Regional Director during the years 1980-1981. In 1995 he was the first recipient of 
the 'Volunteer Outstanding IEEE Latin America' annual regional award, and since 1996 
the Region 9 established this award in Fernandez´s name to recognize outstanding 
volunteers. 

To thank him for his more than six decades of commitment to the IEEE, the Institute 
surprised Oscar Fernandez with the first IEEE Regional Activities Board (RAB) 
Discretionary Award at a ceremony held 3 October, 2006 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
This award was delivered by Pedro Ray (2006 IEEE RAB Vicepresident) and Michael 
Lightner (2006 IEEE President). The Oscar´s profile (copied below) published 
in The Institute nine years ago provides a clear view of this IEEE R9 volunteer. 

The IEEE Argentina Section celebrated Oscar´s 100th birthday on April 22, 2015. 
During the ceremony several IEEE volunteers from different countries of Region 9 
congratulated him and recognized Oscar´s contributions through pre-recorded videos. 
We can recall what Michael Lightner, 2006 IEEE President, wrote on the passing of 
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Carlos Oscar Fernandez: “It is indeed sad to hear of Oscar’s passing, a light has truly 
gone out in the world.  However, through the hundreds and thousands of volunteers 
mentored by Oscar, through his commitment to his family, to serving his country, the 
region and IEEE, through his warmth and openness, through our memories of his quick 
wit, kind heart and generous spirit, and though his incredible legacy of 
accomplishments,  he will live on for much longer than his rich 100 years. To his family, 
friends and colleagues my sincere condolences and to all of us, may we strive to live up 
to the example set by this exemplary man.” 

Oscar Fernandez will no longer be with us but his image, advices, comments and 
exemplary volunteer life will continue to guide us. As he once said “When I become 
a ghost, the officers will still see me sitting on a chair during the meetings.”€ • 
 
 

Profile: Carlos Oscar Fernandez: The Lifelong Volunteer 

By Anna Bogdanowicz 

(Published in 2006) 

When it comes to volunteering, 91-year-old Carlos Oscar Fernandez doesn’t plan on slowing 

down anytime soon. Though this life senior member already has a slew of IEEE 

accomplishments under his belt—cofounder of the IEEE Argentina Section, president of the 

section eight times, former director of Region 9 (Latin America)—he says he still has a lot of 

work to do.  

“I was born a volunteer,” Fernandez says. “I cannot remain inactive.”  

To thank him for his more than six decades of commitment to the IEEE, the institute 

surprised Fernandez with the first IEEE Regional Activities Board (RAB) Discretionary Award 

at a ceremony held 3 October in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

The newly created award is given to “special volunteers—those who go above and 

beyond for the IEEE,” says Cecelia Jankowski, managing director of Regional Activities in 

Piscataway, N.J. Fernandez was recognized “for his inspired leadership in establishing the 

IEEE Argentina Section and dedicated service and support of IEEE activities locally for over 

65 years.”  

The idea to honor Fernandez came from members of the Argentina Section, who 

wanted him to be appreciated as a signal example of dedicated service to the IEEE, 

according to Norberto Lerendegui, the section’s president. “The contributions of Oscar 

Fernandez are something that should be recognized by not only Latin America, but also by 

the entire IEEE community,” Lerendegui says.  
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Shocked at the unexpected honor, Fernandez says he feels humbled by the award. “I 

know there are many volunteers who have done as much as I have for the IEEE, and even 

more. I am not the only one,” he told The Institute. 

Fernandez’s commitment to the IEEE dates back to when he was a teenager 

intrigued with radio communications, looking for a way to connect with others in the field.  

 

A LIFE OF VOLUNTEERING Born in 1915 in Buenos Aires, Fernandez first was introduced 

to the radio by his stepfather, a musician. As a teenager, Fernandez began building his own 

radio equipment, including transformers and loudspeakers. In 1934, he graduated from Otto 

Krause Technical High School in Buenos Aires, with a specialty in the electrical technician 

field—the study of the application of electricity. Just one year later, while still a student 

studying radio communications at Argentina’s University of La Plata, he began working as a 

draftsman for Transradio, an international radio communications company. It was there that 

Fernandez began volunteering for the Institute of Radio Engineers, one of the IEEE’s 

predecessor societies. Some of his coworkers were members of the IRE, and brought him 

along to the organization’s meetings. Impressed with the IRE’s ability to bring engineers 

together through conferences, Fernandez became a member a few years later. 

Transradio sponsored many IRE conferences, and the events “stimulated” Fernandez, 

who soon began organizing some of them. Juggling school, work, and volunteering was 

difficult, especially because Fernandez’s boss at Transradio “was not fond of students, and 

kept me busy working on upgrading a radio transmission station,” near his university. But 

Fernandez found a way. He took his schoolwork, food, drinks, and a mattress, and climbed 

the staircase of the 300 meter high transmission station where he camped out until he had 

finished his school and work assignments. 

 

SECTION COFOUNDER Though setting up conferences for the IRE proved rewarding for 

Fernandez, he yearned to do something that would give his country’s engineers 

opportunities to network and access to technical information. So in 1939, with the help of 

his IRE colleagues, Fernandez cofounded the IRE Buenos Aires Section—now called the IEEE 

Argentina Section—which became the first Spanish-speaking section and one of the few 

sections outside of North America.  

From then on, Fernandez was hooked on volunteering. He served as the section’s 

president in 1959 for the first time, and served seven more times between 1964 and 1986. 

In 1980, Fernandez became the Region 9 director, a position that his son Hugo Fernandez 
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Verstegen held in 1994. Region 9 established an award in 1994 in Fernandez’s name to 

recognize outstanding volunteers.  

Looking back, Fernandez says he is most proud of the many technical conferences 

set up by the section, including the ARGENCON conference in 1984, which commemorated 

the 100-year anniversary of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, another of the 

IEEE’s predecessor societies, and the LATINCON conference in 1988, which brought 

together experts in electronics and computation from around the world. But he still has big 

plans for the section as he looks ahead.  

 

THE FUTURE Fernandez says his “dream is to have the Argentina Section be economically 

viable, with an increasingly strong presence not only in Region 9, but also within the IEEE.”  

Though he admits his diminished health sometimes gets in the way of doing as much 

as he’d like these days, Fernandez still finds ways to volunteer because that’s what keeps 

him going, he says. Currently, he’s working on establishing a Life Members Affinity Group in 

the section. Life members have to be at least 65 years old and the sum of their age and 

years of membership in the IEEE or its predecessor societies must equal or exceed 100 

years.  

And he plans to continue attending meetings and conferences—the events that 

initially attracted him to the IEEE. 

“When I become a ghost, the officers will still see me sitting on a chair during the 

meetings,” Fernandez jokes. 

 

 


